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SENIOR PROJECT - AYAVERSE

Welcome to my project. ‘Ayaverse’ is 
a passion project. ‘Aya’ is the arabic 
word for the english ‘Verse.’ this is a 
start to a collection of verse inspired 
designs. I started studying Islam back 
2014 or so, and something I began 
to noticed was the beauty of arabic 
calligraphy. I had been reading 
through the Qur’an, and I was thinking 
how some of the verses sounded 
interesting, almost poetic. I wondered, 
how many people might be interested 
in learning about it if there were some 
designs with it? so I decided I would 
try a hand at that. creating cards, 
with designs that incorporated arabic 
calligraphy on the front, and their 
respective verse that inspired and 
informed that design on the back. This 
project is a celebration of Islam.

The cards are a design on the front 
with the ‘Sura’ (chapter) of that card, 
and the verse on the back in English, 
Arabic, and transliteration. (how to 
pronounce those words phonetically)



Sura Al-Faatiha 

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed 
favor, Not of those who have earned [Your] anger 
or of those who are astray

Sirata allatheena anAAmta AAalayhim ghayri 
almaghdoobi AAalayhim wala alddalleena

THE QUR’AN   1:7

www.ayaverse.com

يْرِ
َ

يْهِمْ غ
َ
 عَل

َ
عَمْت

ْ
ن
َ
ذِينَ أ

َّ
 صِرَطَ ال
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َّ
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َ
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َ
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ُ
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ْ
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ْ
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Sura Al-Faatiha 

Ihdina alssirata almustaqeema

THE QUR’AN   1:6
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قِيمَ
َ
مُسْت

ْ
رَطَ ال ا الصِّ

َ
اهْدِن

Show us the straight path
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In huwa illa thikrun lilAAalameena

THE QUR’AN   81:27
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مِينَ
َ
عَل

ْ
ل

ِّ
رٌ ل

ْ
 ذِك

َّ
إِنْ هُوَ إِلا

This is naught else than a reminder unto creation
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Waitha almawoodatu suilat

THE QUR’AN   81:8
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ْ
ت

َ
 سُئِل

ُ
مَوْءُدَة

ْ
ا ال

َ
وَ إِذ

and when baby girls, buried alive, are asked
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Waitha albiharu sujjirat

THE QUR’AN   81:6
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ْ
رَت بِحَارُ سُجِّ

ْ
ا ال

َ
وَ إِذ

ِAnd when the seas are filled with flame
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Sura Al-Baqara 

نَ تٍ مِّ
َ
ن اسِ وَبَيِّ

َّ
لن

ِّ
رْءَانُ هُدًى ل

ُ
ق

ْ
ذِى أنزِلَ فِيهِ ال

َّ
انَ ال

َ
هْرُ رَمَض

َ
 ش

انَ
َ

يَصُمْه وَمَن ك
ْ
ل

َ
هْرَ ف

َّ
مُ الش

ُ
هِدَ مِنك

َ
مَن ش

َ
انِ ف

َ
رْق

ُ
ف

ْ
هُدَى وَال

ْ
 ال

عُسْرَ
ْ
مُ ال

ُ
 بِك

ُ
ه

َّ
رَ يُرِيدُ الل

َ
خ

ُ
امٍ أ يَّ

َ
نْ أ  مِّ

ٌ
ة عِدَّ

َ
رٍ ف

َ
ى سَف

َ
وْ عَل

َ
ا أ

ً
 مَرِيض

رُونَ
ُ

ك
ْ

ش
َ
مْ ت

ُ
ك

َّ
عَل

َ
مْ وَل

ُ
ى مَا هَدَك

َ
 عَل

َ
ه

َّ
رُوا الل بِّ

َ
ك

ُ
 وَلِت

َ
ة عِدَّ

ْ
وا ال

ُ
مِل

ْ
ك

ُ
وَلِت

The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance 
for mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance, and the criterion (of 
right and wrong). And whoever of you is present, let them fast for a 
month, and whoever of you is sick or on a journey, (let them fast the 
same) number of other days. Allah desires for you ease; He desires 
not hardship for you; and (He desires) that you should complete the 
period, and that you should magnify Allah for having guided you, and 
that peradventure you may be thankful

Shahru ramadana allathee onzila feehi alquranu hudan lilnnasi 
wabayyinatin mina alhuda waalfurqani faman shahida minkumu 
alshshahra falyasumhu waman kana mareedan aw AAala safarin 
faAAiddatun min ayyamin okhara yureedu allahu bikumu alyusra wala 
yureedu bikumu alAAusra walitukmiloo alAAiddata walitukabbiroo 
Allaha AAala ma hadakum walaAAallakum tashkuroona

THE QUR’AN   2:185

www.ayaverse.com
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Sura Al-Baqara 
Allah! There is no deity save Him, the Alive, the Eternal. Neither 
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is in 
the heavens and whatever is in the earth. Who are they that 
intercedes with Him save by His leave? He knows that which is in 
front of them and that which is behind them, while they encompass 
nothing of His knowledge save what He will. His throne includes the 
heavens and the earth, and He is never weary of preserving them. 
He is the Sublime, the Tremendous

Allahu la ilaha illa huwa alhayyu alqayyoomu la takhuthuhu sinatun 
wala nawmun lahu ma fee alssamawati wama fee alardi man tha 
allathee yashfaAAu AAindahu illa biithnihi yaAAlamu ma bayna 
aydeehim wama khalfahum wala yuheetoona bishayin min AAilmihi 
illa bima shaa wasiAAa kursiyyuhu alssamawati waalarda wala 
yaooduhu hifthuhuma wahuwa alAAaliyyu alAAatheemu

THE QUR’AN   2:255
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 مَا فِى
ُ

ه
َّ
وْمٌ ل

َ
 ن

َ
 وَلا

ٌ
ة

َ
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ُ
ذ

ُ
خ

ْ
أ
َ
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َ
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ْ
حَىُّ ال

ْ
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َّ
 إِلا

َ
ه

َ
 إِل

َ
 لآ

ُ
ه

َّ
 الل

مُ مَا
َ
نِهِ يَعْل

ْ
 بِإِذ

َّ
عُ عِندَهُ إِلا

َ
ف

ْ
ذِى يَش

َّ
ا ال

َ
رْضِ مَن ذ

َ ْ
مَوَتِ وَمَا فِى الأ  السَّ

آءَ وَسِعَ
َ

 بِمَا ش
َّ

مِهِ إِلا
ْ
نْ عِل ىْءٍ مِّ

َ
 يُحِيطُونَ بِش

َ
هُمْ وَلا

َ
ف

ْ
ل

َ
يْدِيهِمْ وَمَا خ

َ
 بَيْنَ أ

عَظِيمُ
ْ
عَلِىُّ ال

ْ
هُمَا وَهُوَ ال

ُ
ظ

ْ
دُهُ حِف

ُ
 يَؤ

َ
 وَلا

َ
رْض

َ ْ
مَوَتِ وَالأ  السَّ

ُ
ه رْسِيُّ

ُ
ك
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Sura Al-Baqara 

Lo! (the mountains) As-Safa and Al-Marwah are among 
the indications of Allah. It is therefore no sin for him 
who is on pilgrimage to the House (of Allah) or visits it, 
to go around them (as the pagan custom is). And he 
who does good of his own accord, (for him) lo! Allah is 
Responsive, Aware

Inna alssafa waalmarwata min shaAAairi Allahi faman 
hajja albayta awi iAAtamara fala junaha AAalayhi an 
yattawwafa bihima waman tatawwaAAa khayran 
fainna Allaha shakirun AAaleemun

THE QUR’AN   2:158
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مَرَ
َ
وِ اعْت

َ
 أ

َ
بَيْت

ْ
مَنْ حَجَّ ال

َ
هِ ف

َّ
عَآئِرِ الل

َ
 مِن ش

َ
مَرْوَة

ْ
ا وَال

َ
ف  إِنَّ الصَّ

َ
ه

َّ
إِنَّ الل

َ
يْرًا ف

َ
عَ خ طَوَّ

َ
فَ بِهِمَا وَمَن ت وَّ ن يَطَّ

َ
يْهِ أ

َ
احَ عَل

َ
 جُن

َ
لا

َ
 ف

عَلِيمٌ اكِرٌ 
َ

ش
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And he had fruit, so he said to his companion while 
he was conversing with him, “I am greater than you 
in wealth and mightier in [numbers of] men”

Wakana lahu thamarun faqala lisahibihi wahuwa 
yuhawiruhu ana aktharu minka malan waaAAazzu 
nafaran

THE QUR’AN   18:34
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رُ مِنكَ
َ
ث

ْ
ك

َ
ا أ

َ
ن
َ
الَ لِصَحِبِهِ وَهُوَ يُحَاوِرُهُ أ

َ
ق

َ
مَرٌ ف

َ
 ث

ُ
ه

َ
انَ ل

َ
 وَك

رًا
َ

ف
َ
 ن

ُّ
عَز

َ
 وَأ

ً
مَالا
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Sura Al-Kahf 

Say, “If the sea were ink for [writing] the words of 
my Lord, the sea would be exhausted before the 
words of my Lord were exhausted, even if We 
brought the like of it in [continual] supplement”

Qul law kana albahru midadan likalimati rabbee 
lanafida albahru qabla an tanfada kalimatu rabbee 
walaw jina bimithlihi madadan

THE QUR’AN   18:109
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بْلَ
َ

بَحْرُ ق
ْ
فِدَ ال

َ
ن

َ
لِمَتِ رَبِّى ل

َ
ك

ِّ
بَحْرُ مِدَادًا ل

ْ
انَ ال

َ
وْ ك

َّ
ل ل

ُ
 ق

لِهِ مَدَدًا
ْ
ا بِمِث

َ
ن

ْ
وْ جِئ

َ
 رَبِّى وَل

ُ
لِمَت

َ
دَ ك

َ
نف

َ
ن ت

َ
أ
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Sura Yaseen

And we have put before them a barrier and behind 
them a barrier and covered them, so they do not see

WajaAAalna min bayni aydeehim saddan wamin 
khalfihim saddan faaghshaynahum fahum la 
yubsiroona

THE QUR’AN   36:9

www.ayaverse.com

ا فِهِمْ سَدًّ
ْ
ل

َ
ا وَمِنْ خ يْدِيهِمْ سَدًّ

َ
ا مِن بَيْنِ أ

َ
ن

ْ
 وَجَعَل

 يُبْصِرُونَ
َ

هُمْ لا
َ

هُمْ ف
َ
يْن

َ
ش

ْ
غ

َ
أ

َ
ف
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Sura Yaseen

There is a sign for them in the dead earth: We give it 
life, producing grain from it for them to eat

Waayatun lahumu alardu almaytatu ahyaynaha 
waakhrajna minha habban faminhu yakuloona

THE QUR’AN   36:33
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ا هَا حَبًّ
ْ
ا مِن

َ
رَجْن

ْ
خ

َ
هَا وَأ

َ
حْيَيْن

َ
 أ

ُ
ة

َ
مَيْت

ْ
 ال

ُ
رْض

َ ْ
هُمُ الأ

َّ
 ل

ٌ
 وَءَايَة

ونَ
ُ
ل

ُ
ك

ْ
 يَأ

ُ
ه

ْ
مِن

َ
ف
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Sura Al-Mulk 

They will reply, “Yes, a warner did come to us, but 
we denied and said, ‘Allah has revealed nothing. 
You are extremely astray’”

Qaloo bala qad jaana natheerun fakaththabna 
waqulna ma nazzala Allahu min shayin in antum 
illa fee dalalin kabeerin

THE QUR’AN   67:9

www.ayaverse.com

 مِن
ُ

ه
َّ
لَ الل

َّ
ز

َ
ا مَا ن

َ
ن

ْ
ل

ُ
ا وَق

َ
بْن

َّ
ذ

َ
ك

َ
ذِيرٌ ف

َ
ا ن

َ
دْ جَآءَن

َ
ى ق

َ
و بَل

ُ
ال

َ
 ق

بِيرٍ
َ

لٍ ك
َ
ل

َ
 فِى ض

َّ
مْ إِلا

ُ
نت

َ
ىْءٍ إِنْ أ

َ
ش
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Sura Al-Mulk 

Do they not see the birds above them with wings 
outspread and [sometimes] folded in? None 
holds them [aloft] except the Most Merciful. 
Indeed He is, of all things, Seeing

Awalam yaraw ila alttayri fawqahum saffatin 
wayaqbidna ma yumsikuhunna illa alrrahmanu 
innahu bikulli shayin baseerun

THE QUR’AN   67:19
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نَ مَا
ْ

بِض
ْ

تٍ وَيَق
َّ

هُمْ صَف
َ

وْق
َ

يْرِ ف ى الطَّ
َ
مْ يَرَوْا إِل

َ
وَل

َ
 أ

ىْءٍ بَصِيرٌ
َ

لِّ ش
ُ

 بِك
ُ

ه
َّ
حْمَنُ إِن  الرَّ

َّ
هُنَّ إِلا

ُ
يُمْسِك
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Sura Al-Bayyina 

ً
رَة طَهَّ ا مُّ

ً
وا صُحُف

ُ
ل

ْ
هِ يَت

َّ
نَ الل رَسُولٌ مِّ

A messenger from Allah, reading purified pages

Card 15 | 3130 | Card 15



Sura Al-Bayyina 

Their reward with their Lord will be Gardens of 
Eternity, under which rivers flow, to stay there 
for ever and ever. Allah is pleased with them and 
they are pleased with him. This is for those in 
awe of their Lord

حْتِهَا
َ
جْرِى مِن ت

َ
 عَدْنٍ ت

ُ
ت

َّ
هِمْ جَن هُمْ عِندَ رَبِّ

ُ
آؤ

َ
 جَز

وا
ُ

هُمْ وَرَض
ْ
 عَن

ُ
ه

َّ
ضِىَ الل بَدًا رَّ

َ
لِدِينَ قِيهَآ أ

َ
هَرُ خ

ْ
ن

َ ْ
 الأ

ُ
ه شِىَ رَبَّ

َ
لِكَ لِمَنْ خ

َ
 ذ

ُ
ه

ْ
عَن
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Sura Al-Fajr 

$

Watakuloona altturatha aklan lamman

THE QUR’AN   89:19
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ا مًّ
َّ
 ل

ً
لا

ْ
ك

َ
 أ

َ
رَاث

ُّ
ونَ الت

ُ
ل

ُ
ك

ْ
أ
َ
وَت

And you devour heritages with devouring greed
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Sura Al-Fajr 

Watuhibboona almala hubban jamman

THE QUR’AN   89:20
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ا ا جَمًّ مَالَ حُبًّ
ْ
ونَ ال حِبُّ

ُ
وَت

And you love wealth with abounding love

Card 18 | 3736 | Card 18



Magnets

Fan Card Holder

4” x 1.4”

4” x 1.5”

4” x 2”

1.4” x 4.1”

4” x 4”

4” x 4.1”

Carrying Case 

Figure 1; Dieline

Figure 2; Mock Case

Figure 3; Fan Card Holder Diagram

Packaging Contents | 3938 | Logotype

The carrying case is 
not the packaging for 
the cards, but a means 
to take the cards with 
you. It is held together 
by magnetic clasps.
When laying open, 
the soft material that 
holds the cards would 
be designed to open 
up like a fan, allowing 
for ease of access to a 
single card, as well as 
an elegant display. The 
Frames are another 
way to display cards.

Sura Yaseen

Figure 4; Magnet Frames
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TOP FRONT BACK

This is the packaging that people would recieve the items in. delivered by 
mail, presumably via online since there’s no physical store. As the sale and 
distribution of this creation was not the focus of this project, there is no 
distribution plan or advertising campaign. The main desire was to design 
the Cards.

but, the current idea would be selling the package for $60. 25% of that 
purchase would go to nonprofits that are helping orphaned children. Caseyalexandertong@gmail.com  

And a big ‘Thank You’ to my professors for sticking with 
me and my unusual concept, to my friend’s for being 
there to keep me just distracted enough to be okay with 
not doing other things, and to my special someone, 
thanks for being my inspiration. I have to say that as a 
non-Arabic speaker, this was quite a challenge, and I 
hope you enjoy it.  The remainder of this presentation will 
be process; reference acquisition, asset variation, notes 
and sources.

Live long and prosper,
Casey

Thank you for your time! 



Process - Planning 1 | 4342 | Process - Calligraphy

obscured eyes, low opacity in
background?

too literal, probably
Ideas used as abstract border to
the callig?

https://youtu.be/
ViEg_hghwE4

https://youtu.be/
uRON685D0ew

https://youtu.be/ViEg_hghwE4
https://youtu.be/uRON685D0ew


Process - Back Variations | 4544 | Process - Planning 2 

the verse has a 
person speaking, 
so speak bubble feels 
appropriate

larger bubble, more 
room for calligraphy.

maybe bird shaped 
arabic?

stack of birds I think it could 
look cool but may look very abstract
and have severalmountains already 

hud-hud, hoopoe bird
appear to be positively 
referenced in the Qur’an

Color of the bird is similar
to background color. can use
a shape to play with subtractive
shapes. interesting to look at
and make you think twice

�owers

plants

black, dead earth

plants

calligraphy

plants? 
maybe lines of callig?

roots

root lines going down callig?

water/rain

arabic letters/symbols falling?
might look interesting but 
di�cult to read for anyone 
actually trying to

callig/clouds
dropping rain

plants growing/callig

roots growing/callig

maybe too much to �t where each 
element gets a good amount of space?

sun�owers? sprouting from
callig? harakat colored 
bright �ower color? maybe
di�erent colored �owers?
probably not overlapping petals
that much detail may be lost on
small card and would be time
comsuming to spend time and 
possibly scrapping.

هُدَى
ْ
نَ ال تٍ مِّ

َ
ن اسِ وَبَيِّ

َّ
لن

ِّ
رْءَانُ هُدًى ل

ُ
ق

ْ
ذِى أنزِلَ فِيهِ ال

َّ
انَ ال

َ
هْرُ رَمَض

َ
 ش

ى
َ
وْ عَل

َ
ا أ

ً
انَ مَرِيض

َ
يَصُمْه وَمَن ك

ْ
ل

َ
هْرَ ف

َّ
مُ الش

ُ
هِدَ مِنك

َ
مَن ش

َ
انِ ف

َ
رْق

ُ
ف

ْ
 وَال

َ
ه

َّ
رُوا الل بِّ

َ
ك

ُ
 وَلِت

َ
ة عِدَّ

ْ
وا ال

ُ
مِل

ْ
ك

ُ
عُسْرَ وَلِت

ْ
مُ ال

ُ
 بِك

ُ
ه

َّ
رَ يُرِيدُ الل

َ
خ

ُ
امٍ أ يَّ

َ
نْ أ  مِّ

ٌ
ة عِدَّ

َ
رٍ ف

َ
 سَف

رُونَ
ُ

ك
ْ

ش
َ
مْ ت

ُ
ك

َّ
عَل

َ
مْ وَل

ُ
ى مَا هَدَك

َ
عَل

The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance for 
mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance, and the criterion (of right and 
wrong). And whosoever of you is present, let him fast for a month, and 
whosoever of you is sick or on a journey, (let him fast the same) number of 
other days. Allah desireth for you ease; He desireth not hardship for you; and 
(He desireth) that ye should complete the period, and that ye should magnify 
Allah for having guided you, and that peradventure ye may be thankful

Shahru ramadana allathee onzila feehi alquranu hudan lilnnasi 
wabayyinatin mina alhuda waalfurqani faman shahida minkumu 
alshshahra falyasumhu waman kana mareedan aw AAala safarin 
faAAiddatun min ayyamin okhara yureedu allahu bikumu alyusra wala 
yureedu bikumu alAAusra walitukmiloo alAAiddata walitukabbiroo 
Allaha AAala ma hadakum walaAAallakum tashkuroona

THE QUR’AN   2:185
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هُدَى
ْ
نَ ال تٍ مِّ

َ
ن اسِ وَبَيِّ

َّ
لن

ِّ
رْءَانُ هُدًى ل

ُ
ق

ْ
ذِى أنزِلَ فِيهِ ال
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َ
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َ
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َ
ه
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َ
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ْ
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ْ
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ُ
 بِك

ُ
ه

َّ
رَ يُرِيدُ الل

َ
خ

ُ
امٍ أ يَّ

َ
نْ أ  مِّ

ٌ
ة عِدَّ

َ
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ُ

ك
ْ

ش
َ
مْ ت

ُ
ك

َّ
عَل

َ
مْ وَل

ُ
ى مَا هَدَك

َ
عَل

The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance for 
mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance, and the criterion (of right and 
wrong). And whosoever of you is present, let him fast for a month, and 
whosoever of you is sick or on a journey, (let him fast the same) number of 
other days. Allah desireth for you ease; He desireth not hardship for you; and 
(He desireth) that ye should complete the period, and that ye should magnify 
Allah for having guided you, and that peradventure ye may be thankful

Shahru ramadana allathee onzila feehi alquranu hudan lilnnasi 
wabayyinatin mina alhuda waalfurqani faman shahida minkumu 
alshshahra falyasumhu waman kana mareedan aw AAala safarin 
faAAiddatun min ayyamin okhara yureedu allahu bikumu alyusra wala 
yureedu bikumu alAAusra walitukmiloo alAAiddata walitukabbiroo 
Allaha AAala ma hadakum walaAAallakum tashkuroona



Process - Note taking 1   | 4746 | Process - Front Variations

Sura Baqara 

Sura Baqara 

Sura Baqara Sura Baqara 

Sura Baqara 

Sura Baqara 

Sura Baqara 

Sura Al-Kahf 

Sura Al-Kahf 

Sura Yaseen

Sura Al-Mulk 

Sura Al-Mulk 

Sura Al-Mulk 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Bayyina 

Sura Al-Fajr 

$

Sura Al-Fajr 

Sura Al-Fajr 



Process - References | 4948 | Process - Note Taking 2



50 | Sources

https://www.islamicity.org/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=41496&title=the-10-most-significant-surahs-of-the-ho-
ly-quran

https://health.gov/healthliteracyonline/display/section-3-4/

https://al-rida.net/knowledge-base/a-brief-overview-of-sura-yasin/

https://myislam.org/surah-takwir/

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jinn

https://www.imamghazali.org/blog/tafsir-surah-kahf-32-44-man-two-gardens

Onepathnetwork.com/six-facts-about-the-throne-allah/ 

https://aqildhanani.com/notebook/4rivers?format=amp

https://staffordartglass.blog/2020/04/26/a-handy-calculator-for-determining-empty-box-weight/

https://support.3dcart.com/Knowledgebase/Article/View/612/9/how-do-i-specify-product-weights-in-ounces

Brandincolor.com

https://quran.com/2

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/muslim-pro-azan-quran-islam/id388389451

https://www.islamicity.org/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=41496&title=the-10-most-significant-surahs-of-the-holy-quran
https://health.gov/healthliteracyonline/display/section-3-4/
https://al-rida.net/knowledge-base/a-brief-overview-of-sura-yasin/
https://myislam.org/surah-takwir/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jinn
https://www.imamghazali.org/blog/tafsir-surah-kahf-32-44-man-two-gardens
http://Onepathnetwork.com/six-facts-about-the-throne-allah/ 
https://aqildhanani.com/notebook/4rivers?format=amp
https://staffordartglass.blog/2020/04/26/a-handy-calculator-for-determining-empty-box-weight/
https://support.3dcart.com/Knowledgebase/Article/View/612/9/how-do-i-specify-product-weights-in-ounces
http://Brandincolor.com
https://quran.com/2
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/muslim-pro-azan-quran-islam/id388389451

